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Wairoa District Council 

Background 

Located in the north end of the Hawke’s Bay, Wairoa contains a natural beauty, rich culture and 
heritage that have been harnessed by locals throughout the years. The town of Wairoa was originally a 
Māori settlement, and was founded when the ancestral canoe Tākitimu travelled up the river and 
landed near where the Tākitimu meeting house now sits today. 

The district contains many unique features that make it one of the most stunning places not only on 
the East Coast, but in the whole of New Zealand. The Wairoa District has: 

 130km of coastline; 

 140km of walker tracks;  

 several rivers; 

 five lakes; and 

 37 Marae. 

These features, along with local attractions such as Rocket Lab, the Gaiety Theatre, and the great walk, 
make it the ultimate tourist and lifestyle destination, providing visitors with limitless opportunities to 
discover.  

Although it contains a small population and land mass, Wairoa has a heritage of tenacity, innovation, 
and progressiveness. The district’s economy continues to grow with the ongoing strength of its 
agriculture sector, while tourism remains a real focus for the council, highlighting the true beauties and 
opportunities Wairoa has to offer. 

Wairoa is known for its friendly people and strong community spirit. The strength of its multicultural 
background is a proud characteristic of the town, as is the richness of its Maori heritage, and is the 
reason the District can thrive.  
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Te Wairoa 

Wairoa District Council covers an area of 4,119 km2 and 

has a total population of 4,250, 60% of which are of 

Maori descent, making it one of the highest 

proportionate Maori population in New Zealand.  

Like its neighbours, the Wairoa District has a warm and 

relatively dry climate and temperatures tend to sit 

above the average for New Zealand. Winters can be 

cooler then those in the north given its more southerly 

location, and rainfall spread evenly across the year.   

 Rocket Lab is a US aerospace corporation that has established its primary launch complex on the Mahia 

Peninsula in the north of the Wairoa District. The complex, which is the only one like it in the world, is currently 

in its testing phase, and is licensed to see rockets being launched every 72 hours at its peak.  

Lake Waikaremoana – A drawcard for tourism to the Wairoa District, Lake Waikaremoana is one of the most 

picturesque lakes in New Zealand. The lake includes the Lake Waikaremoana Track, which is considered one of 

New Zealand’s “Great Walks”, and can either be discovered independently, or as part of a guided group.  

Wairoa Waterfront Enhancement Plan – The Wairoa River is an important part of Wairoa’s identity and the 

council, along with the Hawke’s Bay Regional Council, have embarked on a plan to not only clean up the river, 

but to ensure it is protect it for future generations. 

The plan will look at opportunities to clean and strengthen the river, while also considering concepts of how the 

river can add value to the Wairoa township. Already the plan has seen the developments of the Sir James Carroll 

Walkway, and the Marine Parade Vegetation Clearance.  

Getting There 

Air 
• Daily flights from Gisborne to 

Auckland and Wellington 

• Daily flights from Napier to 
Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch 
and Blenheim 

Car 
• 1hr 30min drive from Napier 
• 1hr 15 min drive from Gisborne 

Bus 

• Intercity Buses run trips in and out 
of the district 

• Naked Bus Company runs trips in 
and out of the district 
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Community Profile 
The district is driven by a strong agriculture sector, and recently has launched into a new phase focussing on 
tourism and economic development to build vibrancy and sustainability in its communities.  

As is common in smaller communities, Wairoa has a real small-town New Zealand feel where the locals know 
each other, and those from outside of the district are always warmly welcomed.  

The district includes the main township of Wairoa, and smaller townships spread throughout, such as 
Frasertown, Mahia and Nuhaka to the north, and Mohaka and Raupunga to the south.  

Given the Wairoa District has become a popular tourist destination, it has established well-equipped freedom 
camping facilities where visitors can come and enjoy the beautiful lifestyle of the district, while enjoying the 
comforts of their own campervans.   

The Wairoa township also has several valued facilities, such as the Wairoa Community Centre, which includes an 
indoor stadium where various sports can be played all year round, a fitness centre, and an indoor swimming 
pool. It also serves as a function facility which can cater up to 200 people. Other facilities include the local i-SITE, 
various community halls, the Gaiety Theatre, and the community health centre based at the Wairoa Hospital.  

Schools 

Wairoa contains 12 primary schools based right across 
the district. The district also contains two Kura Kaupapa 
Maori immersion schools: 

1. TKKM O Ngati Kahungunu O Te Wairoa – Year 1-
15 school based in the Wairoa township; and 

2. Te Kura o Waikaremoana – Year 1-8 school based 
out towards Lake Waikaremoana. 

Wairoa College is the main high school which serves 
students from right across the district.  

The Eastern Institute of Technology is the tertiary 
education provider for the entire East Coast area. The 
provider has a campus in Wairoa which provides courses 
across a range of subjects. 

Internship Programme 

The Wairoa District Council Internship programme 

is a renowned programme which provides 

opportunities to tertiary students throughout the 

world across a range of disciplines. The 

programme offers students a hands-on approach 

to gain project-based work experience that varies 

in project length and purpose.  

The internship programme has enabled the 

council to not only provide opportunities to 

international students, but also improve the 

quality of their service delivery back to the 

community.   
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Councillors 

The Wairoa District Council is led by a mayor and six councillors that were elected in October 2016. They 
will hold office for a three-year term.  

The elected council is responsible for determining local legislation and defining the overall vision for the 
district. 

Mayor & Councillors 
Mayor Craig Little is in his second term as Wairoa District Mayor following 
his re-election in the 2016 local government elections. 

Craig is a proud Wairoa local, having lived in Wairoa for most of his life. 
He owns and operates a farm out towards Lake Waikaremoana which has 
been in the family for generations.  

Craig has also played a huge part in leading the council forward with its 
new strategy focussing on economic development for the town.   

Craig is undoubtedly one of Wairoa’s proudest advocates and supporters; 
proactively involved in the local government sector where he regularly 
attends various meetings, which not only helps put Wairoa on the map, 
but plays a vital role in promoting Wairoa as the best community in New 
Zealand to live, work and play. 

Cr Jeremy Harker 

Cr Charles Lambert 

Deputy Mayor Denise 

Eaglesome-Karekare 

Cr Min Johansen 

Cr Mike Bird Cr Hine Flood 
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Council Executive Management 
The mayor and district councillors employ the chief executive who, in turn, manages council staff. The 
Chief Executive heads a team of six senior managers, each of whom manages key areas of council 
operation.  

 The Council 

Vision 

“Connected Communities. Desirable Lifestyles. Treasured Environments.” 

Statement of Principles 

 Provides good services and infrastructure (such as roads, rubbish, water, waste, etc.) 

 Adds value to our lifestyle by enhancing the character and culture of our unique district 

 Grows our economy by developing jobs and attracting visitors and new residents to our area 

 Protects our green environment, making sure future generations get to use it and enjoy a clean, 
safe place to live 

 Works to make Wairoa safe for everyone to enjoy 

 Makes sure facilities and amenities are there for all – pathways, pools, sports facilities, halls, 
public spaces, etc. 

 Ensures sound financial decision-making to keep Wairoa one of the most 'affordable' districts to 
live in 

 Works in many ways with residents, individuals, groups, and areas of the district, to discuss and 
consult on everyone's needs and aspirations for Wairoa 

Key Metrics 

The council has total operating revenues of circa $22.5 million. For the year end June 2016, the council  
reported an operating surplus of $57,668. With 50 FTEs, the council has a wide range of projects and 
initiatives for the diversity of the Wairoa community.  

Chief Executive 

Chief Operating 
Officer 

Engineering 
Manager 

Corporate Services 
Manager 

Chief Financial 
Officer 

Economic 
Development and 

Engagement 
Manager 

Executive Assistant 
Governance Advisor 
& Policy Strategist 


