
Local Government New Zealand’s Vision is: local democracy 
powering community and national success. We want to see 
vibrant communities and economic growth across all of  
New Zealand.

To achieve this goal the local government sector needs 
a constructive relationship with central government and 
a legislative, regulatory and policy environment that 
supports and enables councils to make a difference in their 
communities and local economies.

Our Manifesto, which builds on our 2014/15 Policy Statement, 
is based on seven strategic policy priorities and is designed 
to highlight the strategic, legislative and regulatory issues 
where we believe improvements can be made to enhance 
local leadership, create stronger economies and enable local 
government to deliver more effective and efficient services. 
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LGNZ is committed to raising the standard of governance and performance 
among our members, all local authorities in New Zealand. We welcome 
Government support for our programme of initiatives designed to lift the 
performance of the local government sector. 

For our success we also ask the incoming government to:
1. Provide LGNZ with the opportunity to assist councils experiencing problems, before 

considering the use of the intervention powers provided in the Local Government Act 2002, 
so as to respect the democratic integrity of local government; 

2. Amend the criteria and processes governing the use of the Minister of Local Government’s 
intervention powers to incorporate a role for LGNZ as described above; and

3. Establish a contestable fund to enable councils with limited means to investigate alternative 
service delivery options to enhance service efficiency and effectiveness. 

New Zealand’s economic growth strategy needs to consider the nation as a 
whole and the needs of its regions. We need to find ways to make our regional 
centres attractive for investment and skilled migrants to settle in. For this to 
occur LGNZ believes there needs to be a shared national strategy to address 
regional development and growth across all of New Zealand. 

We ask the incoming government to:
1. Work with LGNZ on the development of a joint strategy to strengthen New Zealand’s 

regional economies; 
2. Distribute a share of the royalties from mineral, oil and gas extraction to the communities 

where the extraction takes place to ensure those communities that bear the cost also reap 
some of the benefits;

3. Consult with LGNZ and affected local authorities before making decisions which may have  
a significant negative impact on the economic well-being and performance of a region or 
regions; and

4. Ensure councils have the authority to use efficient and effective infrastructure funding 
mechanisms (as recommended in the LGNZ Local Government Funding Review) in order  
to attract and retain investment in their towns, cities and regions.

Acknowledging the pace of demographic change and future infrastructure 
challenges, and their potential impact on the economic and social well-being  
of communities, LGNZ seeks that the incoming government:

1. Consider carefully the findings of the LGNZ Local Government Funding Review currently 
being undertaken;

2. Establish an “equalisation fund” to assist councils representing low socio-economic 
communities to invest in and upgrade essential infrastructure and services;

3. Pay rates, or payments in lieu of rates, on Crown-owned land; and
4. Provide councils with the necessary funding tools, or fund directly, the cost of any  

new responsibilities or administrative duties imposed on local authorities. 
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Recognising that good quality infrastructure requires a long-term 
commitment built on effective asset management planning and  
ongoing investment, LGNZ asks that the incoming government: 

Transport
1. Ensure that the value of local and regional roads to the economic well-being of  

New Zealand, and the sustainability of road funding for regions, is recognised in the  
GPS and through the overall allocation of road and transport funding; 

The 3 waters
2. Acknowledge local government’s leadership of strategy concerning potable water, 

wastewater and stormwater assets and services, and agree that decisions about  
ownership and management should continue to belong to communities;

3. Fund the additional costs faced by those local authorities which are required to  
upgrade water, wastewater and stormwater assets due to national regulations or  
increased standards;

Resilience
4. Ensure that the Building (Earthquake-prone Buildings) Amendment Bill reflects the different 

risk profiles of buildings and regions, and takes into account social and economic impacts 
alongside life safety; and

5. Consider carefully the relevant findings of LGNZ’s Insurance Market Review. 

Both central and local government are fully committed to providing  
regulatory regimes that are effective and do not impose unnecessary  
costs on communities and citizens. In order to achieve this we need  
a stronger relationship with central government policy setters. 

LGNZ seeks that the incoming government:
1. Implement the recommendations of the Productivity Commission’s report Towards Better 

Local Regulations, particularly the development of a “partners in regulation” protocol and  
a forum to ensure both spheres of government agree and understand intended regulatory 
outcomes, identify resource and capability gaps and agree ways of resolving them;

2. Establish a joint central local government task force to review the framework of statutes  
and regulations impacting on local authorities to remove unintended consequences and 
unnecessary regulatory costs; 

3. Provide an alternative to the “joint and several” framework for determining liability;
4. Amend section 259 of the Local Government Act 2002 to enable regulations to be made  

for infringement notices for local authority bylaws thus reducing the need for councils to 
resort to the courts to ensure regulatory compliance; and

5. Review the Local Authority Elected Members Act 1968 to remove dated provisions that 
inhibit the willingness of people to stand for local elections.

< The country’s economic growth  
strategy needs to consider the nation  
as a whole and the needs of regions. >
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Local government, like central government, is committed to finding the 
balance between protecting environmental values and amenities for future 
generations while also developing local economies. 

LGNZ seeks that the incoming government:

More effective and efficient local decision-making
1. Consistent with the recommendations of the Productivity Commission, involve councils in 

the development of policy and regulations as they affect resource management planning 
and the setting of priorities for national direction;

2. Agree that locally elected representatives, in consultation with citizens, should remain 
 the primary decision-makers on plans and policies under the Resource Management  
Act (RMA);

3. Extend the “streamlining” introduced to allow for Special Housing Areas to other parts  
of the RMA;

4. Ensure that future reforms of the RMA are practical, workable, have clear aims and 
minimise costs to councils and citizens through speeding up planning and consenting 
without shifting liabilities to decision-makers;

5. Establish a partnership with central government and elevate natural hazards in the RMA in 
order to recognise the likely impacts of climate change and better manage the risk of future 
events; and

Managing e-Waste
6. Declare electronic waste a priority product under the Waste Minimisation Act and require 

all importers of electronic equipment to sign up to a product stewardship scheme for 
e-Waste at the point of manufacture, assembly or entry to New Zealand.

Local government is an important part of New Zealand’s constitutional 
arrangements providing both local services on behalf of its communities  
and effective local democracy. Both central and local government must play 
their roles if we are to ensure New Zealand continues to have a robust local 
democratic framework. 

LGNZ seeks that the incoming government:

Strengthen inter-governmental relationships
1. Agree to meet with the National Council of LGNZ following each parliamentary election  

to discuss and agree priorities, strategic direction and engagement, and meet regularly  
as a core group to strengthen alignment between central and local government during  
the parliamentary term;

Stronger local democracy
2. Implement the recommendations of the Online Voting Working Party established  

by the Minister of Local Government;
3. Provide funding to assist with the development of online voting and the promotion  

of the triennial local authority elections;

Strengthen the role and status of local government
4. Amend the NZ Constitution Act 1986 to incorporate a reference to local government  

in order to reflect its role as part of the governance arrangements of New Zealand; and
5. Amend the purpose of the Local Government Act 2002 to recognise the role of local 

government in the promotion of social, economic, environmental and cultural well-being. 
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