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Kawerau District Council 

Background 

Kawerau is the heart of the Bay of Plenty, is central to everything and nestles within the Tarawera valley 

at the foot of the dramatic Putauaki (Mt Edgecumbe), a volcano that became dormant about 1000 

years ago. The town was founded in 1953 as a mill town, making it one of New Zealand’s youngest 

towns. The District has a total population of 6,800 and is renowned for its friendliness, great sense of 

community, a wonderful climate and a strong Maori heritage.   

The Kawerau District is home to some of the most pure natural resources in the country, with its 

fascinating geothermal activity, the beautiful Tarawera falls and river, and the wetlands which the town 

was built upon. These resources are embraced by the community, and have become the real strength 

in the District for both the industry and tourism sectors’. 

Although it contains a small population and land mass, Kawerau has a heritage of tenacity, innovation 

and progressiveness. The District’s economy continues to grow and thrive with the ongoing strength of 

the industrial sector, while tourism remains a real focus for the Council, showcasing the true beauties 

of Kawerau. 

Kawerau is known for its friendly people and strong community spirit. The strength of its multicultural 

background is a proud characteristic of the town, as is the richness of its Maori heritage. 

Although small on landmass, Kawerau is only a short drive away from some of New Zealand’s most 

picturesque places and attractions there is to offer. With access to Rotorua’s network of lakes to the 

West, and the stunning coastline between Whakatane and Tauranga to the East; Kawerau is in the 

centre of it all! 
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 The District 

Kawerau District Council covers an area of 21.94km2 

making it the smallest territorial authority in New 

Zealand.  Although small on land mass, the District is 

fuelled by thriving industry and is renowned for being a  

well-established wood processing centre.  

The District traditionally experiences hot summers and 

mild winters, with rainfall tending to spread throughout 

the year. Like the wider Bay of Plenty region, it is also 

not uncommon to experience a drought in the summer.  

 
Geothermal – The geothermal field at Kawerau is part of the volcanic zone that runs from Taupo to White Island, 

and is even larger than that at Rotorua. This resource has been harvested for mill processing since 1957, with a  

bore considered the highest-producing geothermal bore in the world.  

 

Tarawera Falls & River - These are the most spectacular falls in the Bay of Plenty. The Tarawera River plunges 

65m down a sheer cliff before tumbling over bush-lined rapids. . 

The Tarawera River drains Lake Tarawera to the Eastern Bay of Plenty and contains a number of rapids 

considered to be world-class kayaking courses and attracts many visitors.. Trout fishing along the length of the 

river from the Tarawera Falls to Kawerau is outstanding and popular amongst the locals.  

 

Lake Rotoma – Although not officially within the District, Kawerau is only a 10 minute drive away from Lake 

Rotoma which is one of the most picturesque and beautiful lakes the region has to offer.  

Getting There 

Air 
• Daily flights  from Rotorua to Auckland, 

Wellington and Christchurch 

Car 
• 45 min drive from Rotorua 
• 30 min drive from Whakatane 
• 1hr 10 min drive from Tauranga 

Bus 

• Intercity Buses run trips in and out of the 
district 

• Naked Bus Company runs trips in and out 
of the district 
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Community Profile 
Located in the Eastern Bay of Plenty, Kawerau features scenic parks, walks, picnic areas, beautiful unspoiled 

rivers within easy reach of lakes, beaches, thermal areas and historic sites. Kawerau also includes a wide range 

of sporting and recreational activities, including a bowling club, pony club, golf club and a free thermally 

heated swimming pool, provides an idyllic lifestyle second to none. 

As is common in smaller communities, Kawerau has a real small-town New Zealand feeling where the locals 

know each other, and those from outside of the District are always warmly welcomed.  

The town boasts a compact shopping centre bordered by wide, tree-lined streets and seasonal floral beds, 

displaying splendid colours throughout the year. 

Major annual events include Kawerau Woodfest, King of the Mountain running race, Big 3 competition and a 

mid-winter half-marathon. Our kayaking course on the Tarawera River hosts many national whitewater 

competitions. Discover for yourself what a great place Kawerau is. Whatever your interest, there is something 

to suit everyone's taste. 

Schools 

Kawerau Putauaki School – a newly established full state 
primary school which came after the merger of three 
local primary schools. 

Kawerau South School – a full state primary school 
which was opened in 1953 

Te Whata Tau o Putauaki – a year 1-6 Maori-language 
immersion school which was opened in 2012. 

Tarawera High School – the District’s only secondary 
school, serving students from years 7-13, which was 
opened in 2013. 

Various tertiary education providers and courses are 
available throughout the Bay of Plenty region.  

Industry 

Kawerau was built in 1953 purely for its location 
to the Kaingaroa forest, the Tarawera river, and 
the level of geothermal activity, making it perfect 
for industry to set up. Unlike most towns, Kawerau 
was carefully planned and constructed for the 
purpose of industry.  

Tasman pulp and paper mill, owned by Noske 
Skog, has operated in the town since it was 
founded and continues to drive the local economy 
and largely influences the fortunes of the town.  

Other major employers in the town include Sequal 
Lumber, Asaleo Care, Kajavala Forestry Ltd (KFL), 
Allied Industrial Engineering, and the Kawerau 
Power Station.   
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Malcolm says, “We are in an exciting time in Kawerau, and now is the time where we must be forward 
planning, forward focussed. The industry in our town has always been our strength, and we are in a stage 
now where there are opportunities for the District to not only grow our economy, but diversify. We want 
a Chief Executive who will not only strongly lead the Council, but also someone that will get in and work 
with the local industry to support them to be a part of our community.”   

 

Councillors 

The Kawerau District Council is led by a Mayor and eight Councillors that were elected in October 2016. 
They will hold office for a three year term.  

The elected Council is responsible for determining local legislation and defining the overall vision for the 
district 

Stood left to right: Cr David Sparks, Cr Rex Savage, Cr Carolyn Ion, Deputy Mayor 
Faylene Tunui, Mayor Malcolm Campbell, Cr Berice Julian, Cr Sela Kingi, Cr Warwick 

Godfrey, Cr Chris Marjoribanks 

Mayor & Councillors 
Mayor Malcolm Campbell is in his sixth term as Kawerau District Mayor, 
and eighth term serving as an elected member on the Council.  

Malcolm is a proud Kawerau local, having grown up and raised his own 
family in Kawerau, and watches his grandchildren grow up in the 
District. He owns and operates the local butchery, and has done for 43 
years after it was passed down through the family.  

Malcolm is undoubtedly one of Kawerau’s biggest advocates and 
supporters; being actively involved in the national Mayors Taskforce for 
Jobs initiative aiming to get young people into work, and regularly 
attends the various local government sector meetings, which not only 
helps put Kawerau on the map, but plays a vital role in his, and the 
Council’s, role of making Kawerau the best community in New Zealand. 
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Council Executive Management 
The Mayor and District Councillors employ the Chief Executive who, in turn, manages Council staff. The 
Chief Executive heads a team of three senior managers, each of whom manages key areas of council 
operation.  

 

The Council 

Vision 

“To be the best council in New Zealand” 

Mission Statement 

1. To represent the interests and aspirations of the Kawerau Community, within and beyond the 
District. 

2. To promote the social, economic, environment and cultural wellbeing of the Kawerau 
Community. 

3. To continue to provide industrial base within the District for established industries and their 
supporting businesses.  

4. To promote the advantages of Kawerau in order to grow the District population and to further 
encourage industrial investment and development. 

5. To ensure the independence of the District is maintained.  

Statement of Principles 

 Provide services, facilities and infrastructure that can support a high quality of life in Kawerau. 

 Engender an attitude of cost effectiveness, customer services and Community responsiveness 

 Engage with all sectors of the Community to determine their needs an priorities 

 Maintain a fair system of rating to ensure that Council services are sustainable and satisfy 
Community needs.  

 Inform and seek feedback from the Community about Council’s current and planned activities. 

 Work cooperatively with government agencies, territorial authorities, and other stakeholders to 
maintain or improve Council services. 

 Maintain strong relationships with industry and business groups represented in the District. 

 Promote the District to attract development.  

Key Metrics 

The council has total operating revenues of circa $11.1 million. For the year end June 2016, the Council 
reported an operating deficit of $100,583. With 70 FTE’s, the Council has a wide range of projects and 
initiatives for the diversity of the Kawerau community.  

Chief Executive 

Manager 
Operations & 

Services 

Manager Finance & 
Corporate Services 

Manager Planning, 
Compliance & 

Capability 

Executive Assistant 


