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Climate change will affect us all during our lifetimes. 
Between 1990 and 2015, New Zealand’s net carbon 
emissions have risen by 64%.
All local authorities (city, regional, district and unitary councils) 
are at the frontline of climate change adaptation and have a role 
to play in mitigation.  Action on climate change requires proactive 
collaboration between central and local government.

Local government will: 

1. Collaborate to improve the effectiveness of land use, service delivery and planning. 

2. Incorporate climate change implications into urban development, infrastructure and 
land-use decisions.  

3. Take an all hazard approach to managing risks, and build in the effects of climate change 
to inform decision making.  

4. Factor in the impacts of climate change on water security.

What local government requires of central government
1. A national campaign to raise awareness of climate change. 

2. An explicit mandate under the Local Government Act to consider how decisions affect 
climate change outcomes. 

3. A clear statement on responsibilities for adaptation actions, including fiscal responsibility.

4. A collaborative and joint response to climate change, including a clear pathway to a low 
carbon economy. 

PROJECT OUTCOMES SOUGHT:

1. An evidence base to support a comprehensive 
framework for risk reduction and/or retreat.

2. A local government view on emission reduction 
targets and how to achieve these for New Zealand. 

3. A central government/local government working 
party on climate change adaptation.

1. Actions to reduce emissions 
(mitigation). 

2. Planning and actions at the 
national and local level to 
support public safety and 
effective adaptation.

3. Limiting or removing 
pressure on systems 
affected by climate change. 
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SUPPORTING WORK

A COLLABORATIVE APPROACH

CLIMATE CHANGE ACTION

The Local Government Position 
Statement on Climate Change and 
Local Government Leaders Climate 
Change Declaration outline local 
government’s acknowledgement 
of the important and urgent need 
to address climate change. LGNZ 
has also produced a catalogue that 
sets out local government’s climate 
change roles and responsibilities.

Climate change action has three components:

LGNZ has endorsed the 
Parliamentary Commissioner for the 
Environment’s call for a cross-party 
response to climate change and the 
establishment of an independent 
Climate Change Commission. 
The sector will contribute to the 
Productivity Commission’s inquiry 
into New Zealand’s transition to a 
low-emissions economy.

KEY WORKSTREAMS
2018

Natural hazards decision making legal toolkit.

Report on challenges faced by local authorities in providing water services in low lying areas of New Zealand.

Overview of at risk local government infrastructure and assets in low lying parts of New Zealand, and quantification of replacement of value.
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Review of the state, value and management of river control, flood protection and drainage schemes managed by regional authorities.

Case studies on Metro Sector actions to reduce emissions.

Sector position on mitigation options for local government to take, including response to Productivity Commission’s issues paper.

The Local Government Position Statement on 
Climate Change calls for action by both local 
government and central government.


