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Central Hawke’s Bay District Council 

Background 

The Central Hawke’s Bay District is located on the East Coast of the North Island and makes up part of 

the wider Hawke’s Bay region. The District has two main towns - Waipukurau and Waipawa - with a 

number of smaller townships including Otane, Takapau, Tikokino, Porangahau and Ongaonga; as well as 

several beach townships including Kairakau, Pourerere, Aramoana, Blackhead and Te Paerahi. The main 

Council offices are located in Waipawa. 

State Highway 2 runs through the centre of Central Hawke’s Bay leading south to the Wairarapa and 

Palmerston North, and north to Hastings and Napier. Because of its location, the district is the gateway 

to the widely renowned Hawke’s Bay region, and is a key logistical route for freight and tourism. 

The Central Hawke’s Bay economy is largely supported by strong agricultural and horticulture related 

industries. The District is a big exporter of dairy, fruit, vegetable and meat products, with these 

industries being the major employers in the area. 

With a backdrop of the bush-clad Ruahine Ranges on one side and the Te Angiangi Marine Reserve on 

the other, Central Hawke's Bay is well served with walks and tramping opportunities. The various walks 

range from shorter walks that are fit for families and those wanting a gentle stroll, to the more 

demanding tracks fit for overnight trampers.  

The District is not only home to rolling hills and fields; it also includes some of New Zealand’s most 

scenic coastline and beaches.  With just a 45 minute drive from either of the main towns, you can be 

sitting on golden sandy beaches, or surfing on some of the region’s most popular surfing spots. 
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The District 

Central Hawke’s Bay District covers an area of 333,450 

hectares with a population of close to 14,000.  It covers 

the area from Pukehou in the north to Takapau in the 

south, and from the western Ruahine Ranges to the 

eastern Pacific coast. 

The District, like the wider region, has a sunny and 

warm environment, which experiences variable and 

sporadic rainfall, and is less windy then most other 

coastal areas in New Zealand. During the winter 

months, showers of snow are frequent in the high 

country areas.  

 Agriculture – Sheep farming is the primary agricultural producer in the district, but accompanied by beef, dairy 

and some horticultural interests such as apples and grapes. Central Hawke’s Bay is poised for change and growth 

if the much-publicised Ruataniwha Water Storage Scheme goes ahead. This will be a challenging but exciting 

time for the Council and community. 

Beaches - Central Hawke’s Bay includes six beautiful beaches; Kairakai, Mangakuri, Pourerere, Aramoana, 

Blackhead and Porangahau. All within 45 minutes drive of either of the main townships, the beaches are popular 

among locals and tourists, and are regularly used for camping, swimming, fishing, surfing and snorkelling.  

Cycle Trails - The Central Hawke’s Bay Cycle Trails are a popular attraction which includes a trail connecting the 

two main townships, as well as several limestone and mountain bike trails. 

Walking in CHB – Central Hawke’s Bay has some of the most stunning walking tracks that the region has to offer. 

With tracks ranging from tramping in the Ruahine Ranges, scenic strolls towards the coastline, or walks through 

local bush reserves, the District has all the beauty on its doorstep.  

Getting There 

Air 
• Daily flights  from Napier to Auckland, 

Wellington and Christchurch 

Car 
• 30 min drive from Hastings 
• 45 min drive from Napier 
• 1hr 15 min drive from Palmerston North 

Bus 

• Intercity Buses run trips in and out of the 
district 

• Naked Bus Company runs trips in and out 
of the district 

On foot 
• Compact town centres which makes for 

easy access 
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Central Hawke’s Bay residents enjoy a relaxed quality of life in an environment that is beautiful, with a 
strong focus on culture, family and the outdoors. 

With this comes a strong sense of community, and the real small-town New Zealand feeling which is so 
common in rural communities throughout the country. 

Both townships boast vibrant main streets with local boutique shops and cafes being popular amongst 
locals.  

Central Hawke’s Bay is also home to a number of unique tourist attractions such as the world’s longest 
place name (close to the village of Porangahau), and the world standard water-ski and wake-board park 
at Backpaddock Lakes (close to Takapau). 

Central Hawke’s Bay also holds a number of annual events, including Taniwha Daffodils which is held 
each September when the Daffodils bloom. The Little Easy, which is a family cycling event that takes 
place on the local cycle ways, is also a popular event which is held every Good Friday.  

 

Community Profile 

Schools 

Culture 

Central Hawke’s Bay contains many primary schools 
which are based throughout the entire district. The 
area also has two state secondary schools including 
Central Hawke’s Bay College, the districts largest 
secondary school, and Te Aute College, a Maori 
Boys Boarding school. 

For tertiary education, the Eastern Institute of  
Technology (EIT) has a campus in Waipukurau.  This 
campus offers a number of NZQA accredited 
courses, which includes Agriculture, Business, 
Computing, Health and Community Wellness, and 
Horticulture courses. The main campus, situated in 
Napier, offers a wider range of courses.  

Culture runs deep in the Central Hawke’s Bay and is 
experienced throughout the district.  

Waipawa is one of New Zealand’s oldest inland 
towns and its history is celebrated at the Central 
Hawke’s Bay Settlers Museum. The Museum offers 
a nostalgic glimpse of life back in the day and 
includes extensive collections of local and national 
treasures. 

The area is native to the Ngati Kahungunu iwi who 
settled in the area several hundred years ago. The 
Te Taiwhenua o Tamatea is the collective voice for 
the nine marae of the district – from north to 
south: Whatuiapiti, Pukehou, Mataweka & Tapairu 
(Waipawa), Waipukurau Community Marae, Te 
Rongo-o-tahu & Rakautatahi (Takapau), and 
Rongomaraeroa (Porangahau).  
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“We have an awesome opportunity right now in Central Hawke’s Bay. We have new leadership, new 
vision and a growing excitement and anticipation about progress. From innovative businesses, to new 
approaches in farming, the prospects of increased land irrigation from the RWSS, to a renewed vitality 
which is welcoming new people – both young and old – into our community. We need a Chief Executive 
who will invest into the future of our community.” 

    

  

    

  

Councillors 

Mayor & Councillors 

The Central Hawke’s Bay District Council is led by a Mayor and eight Councillors that were 
elected in October 2016. They will hold office for a three year term.  

The elected Council is responsible for determining local legislation and defining the overall vision 
for the district 

Aramoana/Ruahine Ward 

Cr David Tennent 

Cr Brent Muggeridge 
Cr Shelley Burne-Field 
Cr Tim Aitken 

 
Ruataniwha Ward 

Deputy Mayor Ian Sharp 

Cr Kelly Annand 
Cr Gerard Minehan 
Cr Tim Chote 

Mayor Alex Walker was newly elected in 2016 to lead the 
Central Hawke’s Bay District. Her vision for the district is 
about people and prosperity – re-connecting the 
community with the council who works on their behalf; 
increasing transparency and communication; and taking a 
perspective on the local government business, and 
community prosperity which is focused on innovation and 
collective passion. 

Her background in both science and marketing means that 
she places a high emphasis on great communication – 
even the tricky stuff – and on using a cross-functional 
approach to problem-solving. 
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Chief Financial Officer 
Bronda Smith 

 
Land Transport Manager 

Shawn Mckinley 

 
Regulatory Services Manager 
Te Aroha Cook 

 
Technical Services Manager 

Steven Thrush 
 
Utilities Manager 
Brett Way 
 
 

The Council 

Mission Statement 

The Central Hawke’s Bay District Council will be accountable to its citizens for the good management of 
the public assets of the District and provide open Local Government at minimum economic cost, with 
the least possible intervention in the private lives of residents. 

Council Services 

The Council: 

 Provides good services and infrastructure (such as roads, rubbish, water, waste etc.) 

 Grows our economy by developing jobs and attracting visitors and new residents to our area 

 Protects our green environment, making sure future generations get to use it and enjoy a clean, 
safe place to live 

 Works to make CHB safe for everyone to enjoy 

 Makes sure facilities and amenities are there for all - pathways, pools, sports facilities, halls, public 
spaces etc. 

 Ensures sound financial decision-making to keep CHB one of the most 'affordable' districts to live 
in 

 Works in many ways with residents, individuals, groups and areas of the district, to discuss and 
consult on everyone's needs and aspirations for CHB 

Key Metrics 

The council has total operating revenues of circa $27.9 million. For the year end June 2016, the Council 
reported an operating deficit of $679,000. 
 

With 44 FTE’s, the Council has a wide range of projects and initiatives for the diversity of the Central 
Hawke’s Bay community.  

Council Executive Management 
The Mayor and District Councillors employ the Chief Executive who, in turn, manages Council staff. The 
Chief Executive heads a team of five senior managers, each of whom manages key areas of council 
operation.  

Council staff provide the elected Council with policy advice and implements policies under the direction of 
the Chief Executive. The staff initiates methods and means of achieving the goals to implement the 
policies set down by Council. 

 
 


