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Background

The South Waikato District lies at the heart of New Zealand’s North Island, with the country’s main highway (SH1) running 
through three of the main towns - Tokoroa, Putāruru and Tīrau.

The South Waikato District Council has a main office in Tokoroa, a second office in Putāruru, and the iconic Tīrau i-SITE acts 
as an agent for the Council.

The district has a natural beauty and an easy going lifestyle. The stunning lakes, rolling green hills, beautiful forests and lack 
of a single traffic light provides residents with an idyllic lifestyle and perfect work-life balance.

The South Waikato offers rural and urban living at reasonable costs, a wide range of schooling options, and affordable 
business opportunities in a district that is well connected, has high-quality services and facilities, and the great outdoors 
right on its doorstep.

Like most districts in New Zealand, the South Waikato is steeped in history. Today the area is well known for its strong dairy 
industry (the Lichfield Cheese Factory, which is the largest cheese factory in the southern hemisphere, is situated in the 
small farming community of Lichfield) and timber forests.

Tokoroa in Autumn
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Snap shot
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The South Waikato Lifestyle

Escape the crowds of people, leave behind the hours wasted sitting in traffic and take advantage of the opportunity that is 
the South Waikato. The district’s central location and inexpensive property values will save you time and money, while each 
of the unique townships offer great lifestyle benefits that many of New Zealand’s major centres cannot provide.

Residential property values

The average property value in the South Waikato, as of March 2017, is $196,418. This is a 36% growth in value on the 
previous year and it is the second highest growth rate of all New Zealand areas over that period. With average earnings 
almost on par with the national average, housing in the South Waikato is extremely affordable.

Recreational activities

Green spaces, tall forests and flowing rivers are in abundance in the South Waikato and there are plenty of ways to explore 
them all. Step out on the famous Te Waihou Walkway, mountain bike through the pines of Cougar Park or explore the 
celebrated Waikato River Trails. Enjoy a leisurely stroll through Barnett Reserves or leave the chaos behind for a day on one 
of the district’s six beautiful lakes or four golf courses. 

There are a number of high quality community facilities available, including three swimming pools, the $5 million South 
Waikato Sport and Events Centre, and multiple sports grounds.

Population

2016 saw the district’s population reach 23,800 people, thanks to 1.3% population growth, with almost 14,000 of them 
located in the main township of Tokoroa. Settle in to one of our friendly, ethnically diverse communities and escape the rat 
race of the major cities to enjoy a population density of less than 15 people per km².

Education

The district is home to a wide variety of educational services ranging from pre-school to tertiary. The South Waikato has 17 
primary and intermediate schooling options and three high schools. Tertiary education services are also offered by both 
Toi-Ohomai Institute of Technology and Te Wananga o Aotearoa, and a free bus service travels directly to Waikato University 
every weekday during semesters. Tertiary education in the Waikato Region is provided by the University of Waikato and 
Wintec – Waikato Institute of Technology – one of New Zealand’s largest Institutes of Technology/Polytechnics (ITPs)

Health

Early 2014 saw the opening of a facility unique to rural health care. The South Waikato Health Centre is the result of a $2.1 
million capital investment from Waikato District Health Board and it brings together the Tokoroa Hospital, GP practices, a 
new pharmacy, and several other health services to form a modern health campus.

Arapuni Suspension Bridge
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South Waikato District Council

Mayor Jenny Shattock
Mayor Jenny Shattock served as deputy mayor for nine years under Neil Sinclair and six terms on Council 
before being elected to the top roll in October 2016. She has lived in the South Waikato for the majority of her 
life.

Councillors
The South Waitako District Council is led by a Mayor and 10 Councillors that were elected in October 2016. 
They will hold office for a three year term. In 2017, the council had 146 employees.

Tokoroa
 > Cr Jeff Gash
 > Cr Bill Mashen
 > Cr Marin Glucina
 > Cr Thomas Lee
 > Cr Wendy Cook
 > Cr Arama Ngapo-Lipscombe

Putāruru
 > Cr Adrienne Bell
 > Cr Gray Baldwin 
 > Cr Herman van Rooijen

Tīrau
 > Cr Peter Schulte
 > Community Board with four members

Council Executive Team
The Mayor and District Councillors employ the Chief Executive who, in turn, manages Council staff. The Chief 
Executive heads a team of five senior managers, each of whom manages key areas of council operation.

 > Chief Executive
 > Group Manager Assets
 > Group Manager Corporate
 > Group Manager Regulatory
 > Group Manager Community
 > Communications Manager

Council staff provide the elected Council with policy advice and implements policies under the direction of the 
Chief Executive. The staff initiates methods and means of achieving the goals to implement the policies set 
down by the Council.

Jenny Shattock, Mayor



A Candidate’s Guide to South Waikato District 2018 7

The Council’s Vision
The South Waikato District Council is a pro-business local authority whose role as a facilitator means it is 
committed to making business easier.

The Council can provide:
 > Business support and advice
 > Links to available funding
 > A smooth transition for businesses
 > A business case manager
 > Networking opportunities
 > Ideal sites for businesses

Opportunities are available locally in:
 > Freighting & Logistics
 > Tourism
 > Manufacturing and Industry
 > Information Services
 > Valued added wood products
 > Accommodation
 > Engineering
 > Gourmet food and beverage
 > Retirement services
 > Dairy industry
 > Hospitality and Retail
 > Movie Sets

Why invest in South Waikato:
 > Central location
 > Low cost land and buildings
 > Business friendly Council
 > Abundant resources
 > Infrastructure
 > Industry clusters
 > Unparalleled lifestyle

Why South Waikato?

Tirau’s corrugated iron ‘giant dog’ and ‘big sheep’ (Tīrau i-SITE buildings)
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Arts and Culture
Art is clearly visible all over the district. From the corrugated iron art in Tīrau and the murals and mosaics in 
Putāruru, to the Talking Poles in Tokoroa, art is a way of life in this district.

The South Waikato District Council views culture as ‘the spirit of the community’, and arts as ‘the expression of 
that spirit.’

The South Waikato District Council aims to:

 > actively encourage and support a lively and progressive arts and cultural environment;
 > foster a strong and positive identity which reflects the unique cultural character of the South Waikato;
 > facilitate and coordinate artistic and cultural expression;
 > encourage participation and the expression of the cultural heritage of Māori, Pacific Island and other ethnic groups 
within the South Waikato;

 > provide opportunities to enable the whole community to participate in and appreciate the artistic and cultural activities 
of the district;

 > enable the optimum use and development of facilities for cultural activities;
 > support information, marketing and planning initiatives;
 > preserve and enhance existing cultural, heritage and natural resources; and
 > secure financial and other resources, both from within and outside the community, to assist the achievement of these 
goals.

Major Projects
The Council has several large projects on the go:

 > Tokoroa road rail terminal
 > Council’s stance on Healthy Rivers 
 > Tīrau Walkway
 > Tokoroa CBD upgrade
 > Putāruru growth plan

Arts, Culture and Major Projects

Arapuni Power Station


