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Background

The Otorohanga District is part of the King Country region, known by Māori as ‘Te Rohe Potae’ - “The Area of the Hat.”

It extends along the west coast of New Zealand’s North Island from Mount Pirongia in the north to the coastal town of 
Kawhia in the south and stretches inland to Pureora Forest Park and the Waikato River.

The Otorohanga District is located 50 kilometres south of Hamilton.

The area governed by the Council covers 1976 square kilometres and extends from the Kawhia and Aotea Harbours on the 
west coast for a distance of 90 km to the eastern extremity on the Waikato River near Mangakino.

Included within the District are the urban communities of Otorohanga, Kawhia and Aotea.

The eastern and western areas have predominantly more hills than the central area, which forms the southern limit of the 
Waikato Basin.

Otorohanga is centrally placed, being within an easy driving distance of Auckland, Hamilton, Tauranga, Rotorua, Taupo and 
New Plymouth. 

The local economy is primarily based on agriculture, with sheep, beef and dairy farming being the principle activities.

The town has a population of approximately 3000 and is a service centre for the surrounding rural areas.

Otorohanga is the closest town to the world-famous glow worm caves at Waitomo, which generate significant tourist traffic. 
Kawhia is a small holiday resort located on the shores of the Kawhia Harbour, 57 kilometres west of Otorohanga via State 
Highway 31.

Kawhia has a permanent population of approximately 400, but the population increases to over 2000 at peak holiday 
periods.

The Kawhia Harbour covers more than 6000 hectares, with five rivers feeding into it and is a popular and productive fishing 
spot.

Aotea
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Snap shot

Otorohanga - the Kiwiana Capital

Hamilton 60 km

Kawhia Hot Water Beach

Auckland 180 km

Agriculture (sheep, beef, dairy)

Kawhia Harbour

Tauranga 130 km

Tourism

The Gateway to Waimoto Caves

Taupo 135 km

Services & Shopping center 

Otorohanga Kiwi House 

Rotorua 125 km

Main
Industries

Travelling 
Distances

Main
Attractions

Populat ion
10,150

Area
1,976 Km²

Mean weekly  rent
$270

GDP per  capita
$39,859

Average household income
$97,900

Kawhia
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The Otorohanga lifestyle

Enjoy all the benefits of a vibrant, friendly small town and rural lifestyle with the attraction of larger towns and cities nearby. 

The Otorohanga District is all about a wonderful lifestyle.

Residential rates
The District average rates in the Otorohanga in 2018 is $2,098.

Population
In 2017, an estimated 10,150 people lived in the Otorohanga District, with almost 3,000 people in the main township of 
Otorohanga and about 400 in Kawhia. 

Education
Otorohanga offers excellent schools and education in the Otorohanga and Kawhia communities and surrounding rural 
areas.

 > Pre-school and child care facilities

 > 3 primary schools in the Otorohanga Community

 > 1 primary school in the Kawhia community

 > 8 rural primary schools throughout the Otorohanga District

 > A secondary school in the Otorohanga community

 > A Trade Training Centre in the Otorohanga township

 > Adult Continuing Education programmes

 > University and polytechnic education within easy commuting distance of Otorohanga.

Health
The Otorohanga District is well served with excellent medical practices in Otorohanga and Kawhia, the St John Ambulance 
volunteer service, a dental practice, specialist midwives and physiotherapy and chiropractic clinics.

Recreational activities
 > Wide range of recreation areas within 2 hours drive – Waitomo Caves and Adventures (15 minutes)

 > West Coast beaches (1 hour) East Coast beaches (2 hours) skiing & snow sports (2 hours)

 > Vibrant local sports clubs & facilities – netball, soccer, rugby, tennis, golf, squash.

Ō Café
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Otorohanga District Council

Mayor Max Baxter
Mayor Max Baxter

Councillors
The Otorohanga District Council is led by a Mayor and 7 Councillors. 

The Council has also established Community Boards in Otorohanga and Kawhia/Aotea.

 > Deputy Mayor Deborah Pilkington - Kawhia/Tihiroa ward

 > Cr Annette Williams - Kawhia/Tihiroa ward

 > Cr Paul (Porky) McConnell - Otorohanga ward

 > Cr Katrina Christison - Otorohanga ward

 > Cr Roy Johnson - Waipa ward

 > Cr Robyn Klos - Wharepuhunga ward

 > Cr Ken Phillips - Kiokio/Korakonui ward

Council Executive Team
The Mayor and District Councillors employ the Chief Executive who, in turn, manages Council staff. The Chief 
Executive heads a team of three senior managers, each of whom manages key areas of council operation. They 
employ just over 40 staff.

 > Chief Executive
 > Corporate Services Manager
 > Engineering Manager
 > Environmental Services Manager

Council staff provide the elected Council with policy advice and implements policies under the direction of the 
Chief Executive. The staff initiates methods and means of achieving the goals to implement the policies set 
down by the Council.

Max Baxter, Mayor
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A place ‘where Kiwis’ can fly’ – a strong, energetic, imaginative and supportive 
community where residents have the opportunity to achieve their aspirations. 

Key objectives to support and give direction to this vision

 > Use Resources Efficiently: Council and the District must ensure that it makes the best possible use of the 
physical, social, economic and cultural resources available to it.

 > Support Young and Old: Both young and older people will be increasingly important in the future of the 
District, and initiatives that benefit these groups should be encouraged and where appropriate supported.

 > Enable Economic Growth: Opportunities for the development of additional housing and businesses should 
be facilitated, and the growth of existing businesses supported.

 > Enrich Our Local Identity: We should establish a greater sense of ‘who we are’ in our District, that reflects 
our predominantly rural character, our history and the diversity of our communities.

 > Build Community Resilience: The world is changing and the systems, organisations and processes that may 
have served well in the past may need to be changed to ensure that they are adequate and sustainable in 
the future. 

Otorohanga District Council vision 

Hanging Baskets


