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Background

From a high peak of the Remutaka Range centuries ago, Haunui-a-nanaia, the grandson of the famous Māori voyager Kupe,  
gazed across forest, grassland, rivers and lakes of a wide fertile valley. When he looked towards a lake he was sitting across 
from, the reflection of the sun caught his eyes and made them water. It was this incident that led to the name of this region 
being Wairarapa which translates as ‘Glistening Waters’. Founded in 1854, Masterton is the largest town in the Wairarapa 
Valley with a district population of 24,000 residents.

Imagine a place where smart 20-somethings can secure their futures with canny property investments, where IT 
entrepreneurs work for the world from their home offices and 50-somethings embrace a sophisticated social fabric, richly 
studded with ever-changing good food, wine and leisure activities.

The Masterton District stands out as a place where it’s easy to make a home. Land and houses are affordable, and 
opportunities to forge a satisfying future are everywhere. People want to make this beautiful part of the world their home 
because at its heart is a town that has everything you want – big brand stores, all of the services you need and sporting and 
recreational amenities all within a five-minute drive.

No traffic lights here, just a choice of welcoming cafés serving superb flat whites. Look further afield and stunning vistas 
grace every direction. It’s not hard to find a home with a view of mountains, rivers, and the ever-changing rural landscape. If 
you want a big city fix then you can take a comfortable and breathtaking scenic train trip to Wellington in the time it takes to 
get from Auckland Airport to the Sky Tower.

A recent survey showed that Masterton residents are the most satisfied with their lives in the region that boasts the 
greatest percentage of happy people. So why are they so happy? Well everything you need is right there, all bundled up in a 
community that cares and it shows in the faces of people in the street. They aren’t dreaming of the good life – they already 
have it.

So, take a look at what’s on offer here in Masterton – Where the living is easy.

Queen Elizabeth Park.

Aratoi, Wairarapa Museum of Art & History. Castlepoint Beach.

Henley Lake. Kuripuni Village.
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The Region

Masterton is a large town in the Wellington Region of New Zealand and the seat of the Masterton District. It is the largest 
town in the Wairarapa, a region separated from Wellington by the Remutaka Range. It is 100 kilometres north-east of 
Wellington, 39.4 kilometres south of Eketahuna, on the Ruamahanga River.

Demographics

Masterton has an urban population of 21,800, and district population of 25,200 (June 2017). Its population is ranked 40th 
in size out of the 67 districts in New Zealand. 

Of the population, 48.0% are male, and 52.0% female. The district has a median age of 42.8 years, 4.8 years above the 
national median age of 38 years. People aged 65 years and over made up 19.1% of the population, compared to 14.3% 
nationally, and people under 15 years made up 20.0%, compared to 20.4% nationally. Masterton’s ethnicity was made 
up of (national figure in brackets): 86.6% European (74.4%), 18.6% Maori (14.9%), 2.4% Asian (11.8%), and 3.3% Pacific 
Islanders (7.4%).

Climate

Masterton enjoys a mild temperate climate grading towards a Mediterranean climate. Due to the geography of the 
Wairarapa valley and the Tararua Range directly to the west, the town’s temperature fluctuates more than nearby inland 
city of Palmerston North. Masterton experiences warmer, dry summers with highs above 30 °C possible and colder winters 
with frequent frost and lows below 0 °C.

Getting There
Masterton is very well served by public transport with rail and bus links. Despite Masterton and the Wairarapa valley being 
reasonably close to Wellington, they are separated by the Remutaka Range with State Highway 2 cutting a winding hill road 
through the range, and the Remutaka Range railway tunnel. 

Rail

Masterton is linked to Wellington and the Hutt Valley by the Wairarapa Connection, a Tranz Metro passenger service run 
for Greater Wellington Region’s Metlink, primarily operating at peak times serving commuters from Masterton and the 
Wairarapa with five return services on Monday to Thursday, six on Friday and two at weekends and public holidays. There 
are three railway stations in the town; Masterton, Renall Street and Solway. 

Bus

There is a local Metlink bus service in Masterton operated by Tranzit. The buses operate on five routes: three suburban 
and two regional. Masterton/Featherston, Masterton West, Masterton South & East, Masterton – Lansdowne Circuit, and 
Featherston/Martinborough.

Car

1 h 30 min drive from Wellington (98.1 km) via SH 2.

Aerial shot over Masterton.



A Candidate’s Guide to the Masterton District 2018 5

Community Overview

Queen Elizabeth Park

Queen Elizabeth Park is one of the best family parks in New Zealand. You can feed the ducks, walk over the swing bridge to 
visit the deer and then have a round of mini golf or a ride on the classic miniature train.

Henley Lake

Henley Lake recreation park covers 43 hectares adjacent to the Ruamahanga and Waipoua Rivers. It can be accessed from 
Colombo Road or Te Ore Ore Road. The lake itself covers 11 hectares and includes 4 small islands. The park has a network of 
limed trails throughout suitable for walking or biking, and also suitable for wheelchairs and push chairs. At the south of the 
park an extensive area of wetlands are home to a large birdlife, as is the lake itself.  Towers in the wetland area give fantastic 
views of the wild life.  

The lake is a dog walkers paradise with many residents and tourists using the space to exercise their dogs. Near the 
Colombo Road entrance there is a children’s play area. On the lake a number of activities take place throughout the year, 
including waka ama, dragon boating, and motorised model boats.

Aerodrome

Masterton’s aerodrome was opened in 1931 and was dedicated to a young aviation pioneer, Captain George Hood. The 
aerodrome is predominantly home to recreational and vintage aircraft activity, but also has flight training, skydiving, aerial 
topdressing services, aircraft maintenance, parachute and hot air balloon repairs, vintage aircraft airshows and the biennial 
Wings over Wairarapa Airshow. 

There are fantastic and unique things for everyone to see at Hood Aerodrome. It is truely an international destination for the 
vintage aircraft enthusiast or for anyone wishing to see something totally unique. The Vintage Aviator opens its hangar on 
weekends over the summer where you can see original World War aircraft or all types – you won’t see anything quite like 
this anywhere else!

Schools

Today, there are five state primary schools in the township – four state contributing primaries: Douglas Park, Fernridge, 
Masterton Primary and Solway; and one state full primary: Lakeview. In addition, there are five state full primary schools 
in the surrounding district: Mauriceville, Opaki, Tinui, Wainuiouru and Whareama, and two state integrate primaries: St 
Patrick’s, a Catholic contributing primary, and Hadlow, an Anglican full primary.

Masterton Intermediate School, with 500 students, is the only intermediate school in Masterton (and the Wairarapa), 
bridging the gap between the state contributing primary schools and the secondary schools.

Two state secondary schools serve Masterton: Wairarapa College and Makoura College. Four state integrated schools also 
serve the town: Chanel College is a coeducational Catholic school with its own intermediate department; Rathkeale College 
and St Matthew’s Collegiate are Anglican boys and girls schools respectively, with St Matthew’s having an intermediate 
department; and Solway College is a Presbyterian girls school with intermediate. There is also a composite (primary/
secondary combined) Māori immersion school in the town: Te Kura Kaupapa Maori o Wairarapa.

Welcome to Masterton.
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Mayor and Councillors

Mayor Lyn Patterson
Memberships:

 > Community Wellbeing Committee Chairperson

 > Ex officio all committees

Appointments:
 > Bring it to Colombo Trust

 > Wellington Regional Transport Committee

 > Wellington Regional Strategy Committee (representing the three Wairarapa Councils)

 > Civil Defence Emergency Management (CDEM)

 > Wairarapa Shared Services Working Group

 > Remutaka Range Hill Road Committee

 > Homebush Working Group

 > Iwi Governance Forum

Councillors
 > Graham McClymont, Deputy Mayor

 > Gary Caffell, Councillor

 > John Dalziell, Councillor

 > Deborah Davidson, Councillor

 > Brent Goodwin. Councillor

 > Jonathan Hooker, Councillor

 > Rebecca (Bex) Johnson, Councillor

 > Frazer Mailman, Councillor

 > Simon O’Donoghue, Councillor

 > Chris Peterson, Councillor

Iwi Representatives
 > Ra Smith, Kahungunu ki Wairarapa Iwi 

 > Mihirangi Hollings, Rangitāne o Wairarapa Iwi 

Lyn Patterson, Mayor
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Management Team

David Hopman
Assets and Operations Manager

David is responsible for the Council’s major operational and infrastructural assets.

David Paris
Manager Finance

David is responsible for revenue policies, finance management and information systems.

Tania Madden
Manager Strategic Planning

Tania is responsible for providing leadership for strategic planning, policy development and 
implementation whilst overseeing the management of Council’s regulatory functions.

Andrea Jackson
Manager Community Facilities and Activities

Andrea is responsible for the Council’s Community Development and other community 
policies and initiatives. As well as the operational management and customer service 
delivery of Masterton District Council’s Parks and Facilities Department.

Castlepoint fun.




