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2. SOCIAL AND 
COMMUNITY HOUSING

FOCUS AREAS

OUTCOMES

3. HEALTHY HOMES

Tackling the housing hurdle.

Social housing
Work with government agencies to meet the needs of people for whom 
the housing market cannot provide, including:

 > access for Income-Related Rent Subsidies for councils;
 > a tool box of options for councils wishing to address social housing 

need in their areas, including whānau housing;
 > guidance on strengthening the role of community housing 

providers; and
 > a review of policy settings to ensure they are appropriate for 

papakaianga housing.

Emergency housing
Work with the Government to provide options for people who, due to 
circumstances out of their control, lack safe and secure accommodation 
- a need often met by boarding houses and emergency accommodation.  
This involves:

 > ensuring that the regulatory framework for boarding and emergency 
houses is fit for purpose; and

 > identifying and promoting strategies for addressing homelessness.

Rental housing
Work with the Government to make renting an attractive alternative to 
home ownership, including:

 > contributing to the review of New Zealand’s tenancy legislation 
so that rental housing is an attractive option for both renters and 
investors; and

 > assisting to review the impact of the Accommodation Supplement 
on rental prices.

Local government’s role
 > Promote the Healthy Homes Guarantee Act and assist with 

development of regulations; and
 > Share best practice for improving energy efficiency.

1. Infrastructure funding 2. Competitive and regulatory framework 3. Land and housing supply and availability1. SUPPLY
Work with government agencies to develop new and innovative funding 
and financing options for both ‘growth’ and ‘non growth’ councils 
involving:

 > a “tool box” of funding and financing options for councils; and
 > guidance on their uptake, taking into account council balance 

sheets and relevant local and regional considerations.

Identify and promote measures to improve our regulatory processes 
that include:

 > embedding centralised approval processes into councils’ 
consenting processes;

 > working with MBIE on the smooth implementation of KiwiBuild 
(consenting);

 > a framework for liability that is fair and proportionate;
 > promoting leading edge practice in consenting and supporting the 

professionalisation of the BCA workforce; and
 > advocating for increased capability and competitiveness in the 

construction sector.

Work with the Government to ensure the supply of land meets housing 
demand.  This will require:

 > guidance on how to leverage land to attract investment;
 > ensure councils are supported to give effect to the National Policy 

Statement for Urban Development Capacity;
 > a framework for UDAs that is fit-for-purpose;
 > considering the future of Special Housing Areas;
 > information on policies/actions to deliver “affordable” housing in 

communities, including tools to develop Māori owned land; and
 > understanding impacts of Airbnb on local housing supply.

Establishing a central local government housing partnership

Transforming the housing sector requires a collaborative approach between central and local 
government.  LGNZ is looking for an inter-government agreement between our two spheres of 
government to work towards better housing outcomes for New Zealanders involving:

 > A comprehensive housing strategy reflecting the roles of central and local government;
 > An agreed statement of mutual expectations;
 > A bi-monthly government forum of responsible ministers and National Councillors of LGNZ; and
 > A joint officials’ secretariat; and
 > Supply, and Social and Community Housing Working Groups.

Housing is a significant issue for all New Zealanders.  We need 
to get housing right for the sake of our communities’ social and 
economic futures.  Unaffordable housing is having a negative 
impact on local economies, discretionary household expenditure 
and social well-being. This means addressing matters of supply, 
how social and community housing needs are met and the 
importance of healthy homes. Underpinning the issue is the 
need for appropriate funding and financing tools so that councils 

can build the critical and community infrastructure needed for 
sustainable communities.

OBJECTIVE:
LGNZ is working with central government, iwi and stakeholders 
to create a regulatory and investment framework for the housing 
market that is competitive, provides affordable ownership and 
renting options, and meets high quality standards.

KEY DATES
 > 28 June 2018, LGNZ Housing Symposium
 > Aug 2018, Affordable Housing webinar
 > Sep 2018, Regulatory and Competitive 

Framework webinar
 > Sep 2018, Social Housing webinar
 > Oct 2018, a good practice guide on how to 

best leverage existing assets to increase 
investment

 > Oct 2018,  publication for guidance on 
alternative social housing options, including 
papakainga housing

 > Jan 2019, Infrastructure Funding webinar


