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Challenges and solutions are interconnected – funding 
pressures are just one part of the puzzle
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What are the some of the main funding pressures?

• Community expectations and regulatory 
requirements 

• National directions 

• Housing and development, especially in 
high-growth areas

• Ageing assets

• Climate change and natural hazards

• Declining rating bases

• High seasonal demand on infrastructure 
due to tourism



What do we know about costs so far?
Drinking water

Havelock North Inquiry recommendations: mandatory compliance with 
drinking water standards, and mandatory treatment of drinking water from 
bores:

Capital costs: $305m - $567m

Ongoing operating costs: $11m - $21m per annum

Number of affected drinking water treatment plants:

BECA report is available at https://www.dia.govt.nz/Three-waters-review

Council owned: 569

Non-council  owned (e.g. community organisations): 225

https://www.dia.govt.nz/Three-waters-review


What do we know about costs so far?
Wastewater

• Research to better understand:

– the cost pressures on wastewater 
infrastructure

– nationwide estimate of costs to 
comply with the National Policy 
Statement for Freshwater 
Management

• Work is due for completion in 
the next few months



What else do we need to know?

• More information about drinking water and 
wastewater infrastructure costs

• More about stormwater – there is still work 
to do to understand the nationwide costs 
and what is driving them

• Costs for all three waters associated with 
climate change, growth, tourism pressures, 
resilience 

• How funding pressures differ across the 
country and across metropolitan, urban and 
rural communities

• Data from long-term plans on planned 
investment and initiatives



How can you contribute?

• What infrastructure challenges are you experiencing?

• What do you see as the potential solutions to address the 
funding problems, both locally and nationally?

For more information on the Three Waters Review:

www.dia.govt.nz/three-
waters-review 

threewaters@dia.govt.nz


