
Not least among these new policy settings is the increased 
acknowledgment of risk that climate change and natural hazards presents 
to communities, and the infrastructure upon which their well-being is 
based.  

Changes to the environment from either more or less rainfall (depending on 
the geographic location of each district), risks to coastal infrastructure, and 
the combination of rising sea levels and greater intensity of storm events, as 
well as changes in the annual seasonal patterns of weather, all signal a need 
to gather and share information on community risk.  

30-year infrastructure strategies and adaptive planning 
approaches 

While there may have been limited interaction between councils’ planning 
and infrastructure functions, the 30-year infrastructure strategies now play 
the part of focal points for gathering credible and robust scientific evidence 
and data on the actual and projected risk to critical infrastructure, and the 
opportunities to either mitigate or adapt to these risks. 

Recent policy positions from LGNZ have also strengthened the view that 
councils can also mitigate legal risk by ensuring that they are building 
credible and consistent information on the likely future scenarios faced by 
current and future residents. 

The challenge for both longer or shorter planning horizons is of course that 
recent increases in extreme weather events themselves present only short 
time frames upon which to base longer planning assumptions. But the 

reality being faced by many councils is that assumptions that were accurate 
ten years ago are no longer accurate in planning ten years ahead. 

These scenarios should be meaningfully communicated so that the public 
themselves at least have the information upon which to make informed 
decisions as to where to invest for their own future well-being. 

This information should naturally underpin adaptive planning approaches 
which, as the name suggests, adapts as newer and better information 
comes to hand.  

Better data, better outcomes  
    
With new policy settings comes increased opportunities for shared 
knowledge and support.  The Ministry of Transport’s Government Policy 
Statement for Transport has clearly signalled an increase in resilient 
transport planning, which is focussed on an agnostic, all-of-transport 
system which is able to withstand impacts from unplanned events and 
continue to meet the needs of users for their ongoing well-being.    

Transport, infrastructure and land planning have a closer relationship than 
ever in being able to share and support accurate assumptions on future risk. 
Not doing so increases risk on all parties, with consequences being played 
out as costly redress is sought from dated assumptions underpinning 
advice.  EquiP has the tools to test and support infrastructure planning 
assumptions. 

For more detail please contact equip@lgnz.co.nz. 

Climate change and infrastructure
The recent LGNZ webinar series on climate change illustrated significant changes to Central 
Government policy – changes which local councils need to be considering in the planning and 
management of infrastructure. 

< The reality being faced by many councils is that assumptions that 
were accurate ten years ago are no longer accurate in planning ten 
years ahead . >



A government stocktake report on adapting to climate change in New 
Zealand found that many councils want to do more to adapt to the impacts 
of climate change but face a number of barriers.  One of the key barriers 
to adaptation action across all sectors is resource scarcity, including 
insufficient expertise and funding.  The report found that in the majority 
of cases, infrastructure decisions do not take account of climate change 
impacts or not at the scale necessary for meeting and/or improving the 
well-being of New Zealand’s current and future communities in the face of a 
changing climate.

To help councils prepare and act for their communities’ best interests, 
LGNZ and EquiP are bringing a programme of events and activities to the 
local government sector.  One of these offerings was a series of interactive 
webinars which are now available on-demand on EquiPTV, so councils can 
gain access anytime, anywhere.  Details and topics are included here. 

1. Climate Change Leadership

This webinar will help you to consider the causes and impacts of climate 
change on our communities, and what the local government sector needs 
to do to lead the response.

2. Climate Change Legal Toolkit

Sponsored by LGNZ and provided free-of-charge to give an overview of the 
Climate Change and Natural Hazards Decision-Making Legal Toolkit, and 
the implications of the toolkit for councils’ own processes.

3. Development in Hazard Areas

This webinar will provide insight into how councils can manage 
development in identified areas of climate change-related hazard. 

4. Services Affected by Climate Change 

To provide insight into how councils can make decisions and take control of 
services and related infrastructure affected by climate change impacts and 
hazards.

5. Providing Information on a LIM

To inform councils about their obligations to provide natural hazards 
information on LIMS and tips on how to improve information sharing with 
their community.   

The future starts now.  Are you prepared? 
Email equip.pd@lgnz.co.nz today to purchase any or all of the webinars in 
EquiP’s Climate Change Series, either for yourself or your entire council. 

Are you ready for climate change?
“Climate change is the biggest environmental challenge of our time.  It is already affecting our 
climate, agriculture, native ecosystems, infrastructure, health and biosecurity.  If left unchecked 
it will have broad social and economic impacts.  We cannot afford to ignore what is happening in 
New Zealand and globally” (from the Ministry for the Environment website).

< The report found that in the 
majority of cases, infrastructure 
decisions do not take account of 
climate change impacts or not at 
the scale necessary for meeting 
and/or improving the well-being 
of New Zealand’s current and 
future communities in the face of 
a changing climate. >


